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,.give them their liberty and let me set eyes on my loyal fol-
lowers."
'Wand in hand, Circe went straight out of the hall, threw
open the pigsty gate, and drove them out, looking exactly like
full-grown swine. And there they stood and faced her. She went
in among them and smeared them each in turn with some new
salve she had. Whereupon the bristles which her first deadly
potion had made them sprout dropped off their limbs, and they
not only became men again but looked younger and much
handsomer and taller than before. They recognized me now,
and one after the other ran up and seized my hand. We were so
moved that we all wept for happiness. It was a strange sound for
those walls to echo. Even the goddess was touched.
(Presently she came up to me and said: *(Royal son ofLaertes,
you have shown your infinite resource. Go down now to your
ship and the sea-shore, drag her straight up onto dry land, stow
your belongings and all the ship's tackle in a cave, and then come
back yourself with the rest of your loyal company.'*
* I could not refuse this challenge to my adventurous spidt. So
off I went to the ship and the sea-shore. I found my good fellows
by the ship in a woebegone state, with the tears streaming down
their cheeks. Indeed I was reminded of the scene at a farm when
a drove of cows come home full-fed from the pastures to the
yard and are welcomed by all their frisking calves, who burst
out from the pens to gambol round their mothers and fill the air
with the sound of their lowing. For my men no sooner caught
sight of me than they were all round me in a weeping throng.
They were as deeply moved as if they had reached their home-
land and were standing in the streets of their own town ia
rugged Ithaca, where they were born and bred.
' ^Royal master," they said between their sobs, "we are as
happy to see you back as we should be to set foot in our own
island of Ithaca. But tell us how our comrades met their end."
*I gave them a cheerful reply.(< Our first business," I said, "is
to drag up the ship on dry land and stow our cargo and the tackle
in a cave. Then you must get ready and all come along with me

